THE END OF THE POST (SECOND WORLD)WAR ORDER

This title emerged from a series of searching discussions focused on the consequences  of the Third World War that began with Russian Vladimir Putin’s  full scale and unprovoked invasion in Ukraine, for the purpose of exterminating the Ukrainian State and its people.
Third World War:  Putin made clear over and over that he did not fight a war against the Ukraine but against the “satanic” West – the United States and the European Union. We in the West had again to learn the hard way, that Putin meant to do what he announced as early as the year 2000: The Soviet geopolitical defeat of 1991 had to be undone by the restoration of the Russian Empire, or as Patriarch Kyrill called it “the Russian World’. Moscow in that concept claims to be the third Rome in which the unity between Emperor and Patriarch must be restored as it was under Emperor Constantine the Great. Russia herself must return to the borders of the Russian Empire at the end of the eighteen century. 
As the third Rome, it will be the last Empire  before the return of Christ. The West is satanic simply because  it refuses to accept it. For former KGB officer Vladimir Putin this concept is a useful instrument to continue the KGB’s rule of the lie,  turning aggression into self-defense and Western support to Ukraine and the states of East and central Europe  into dangerous aggression of the Russian world.
The Post-War Legal Order:  The post-war world legal order was prepared primarily by the major allied powers against Germany and Japan: the United States of America, the United Kingdom, France, the Soviet union and China; in a series of conferences from Teheran, through Yalta and Potsdam.  It was to be founded on two pillars: (1) Sovereign Equality of member states and (2) cooperation between the major powers, the five  permanent members of the Security Council for the purpose of maintaining world peace and security. 
With Putin’s aggression against Ukraine he destroyed both pillars.  In  religious war and Cyberwar,  there is no more respect for human rights or for state-borders. Aggression covered up as self-defense respects no borders of sovereign states, nor any moral limits. As proof of this conclusion, Putin’s Russia denounced all agreements in which the post war legal order was anchored: those on human rights and arms control.
While Putin’s criminal gang is accepted as a sovereign government, Israels actions in self defense are condemned,  and Hamas’ genocidal war forgotten or justified. I shall come back to the Gaza War in another  entry, For this entry, I must remind you of the origins of humanitarian laws of warfare in the post war international order. 
War, intrinsically, is evil. In so called Christian Europe, warfare  was normal practice. All one could try was to limit or restrain the evil. Since Church father St. Augustine such was tried by developing the concept of legitimate self-defense.  Just war could only be claimed in self-defense. Its impact was limited. The Christian Churches often themselves supported or participated in wars. They condemned local wars between Lords but supported large scale wars against Islam and so called heretic Churches, communities and jews.
The peace conferences of 1899 and 1907 introduced the idea of humanitarian laws of war to be observed by the warring parties during war. After two world wars in which few if any such rules had been observed, a new effort has been made in the new United Nations framework to strengthen these rules. The reason being that whatever rules of warfare might have been agreed upon, the conduct of warfare in the two world wars in the twentieth century violated almost every rule of humanitarian laws of war agreed upon. Just think about a few violations out of many: the bombing of entire cities by the Germans in the Second World War: such as  Warsaw, Rotterdam and London: or by the Allied forces, all major German cities, Tokio, Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I remember as a child that we condemned the German and lauded the allied bombings. Even today these bombings are hardly looked at critically. The law makers did. Modern humanitarian rules of warfare deal  with all of them.  In vain, we must conclude in the middle of the Third World War we are in today. Not a single one is observed by Russia or Hamas. Israel, in self- defence  does not much better. 
As it was in the past a new world legal order must be devised for the world once the Third World War is over. The task ought not to be left to the victorious powers. Those trained in law should come up with some creative ideas. 
What we all have in common is written in the Book of Genesis: “God created  man in the image of himself, in the image of God He created him, male and female He created them.”  Every man and woman equally, everywhere and forever have received the human dignity of being an image of God himself. All laws, from human rights to universal law are to be founded  on human dignity: an inner drive to be developed  and to be respected in every other human being. We must work for the transition from our weak system of inter-state law to a more solid system of   universal law built upon the dignity of the human person in which the human person is the primary  and only true source of law on all levels of societies.
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