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Treaty of Paris
May 30, 1814
A. Constitutional Statute.
May 30, 1814.
In the Name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.
His Majesty, the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and his Allies on the one part, and His Majesty the King of
France and Navarre on the other part, animated by an equal desire to
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terminate the long agitations of Europe, and the sufferings of
Mankind, by a permanent Peace, founded upon a just repartition of
force between its States, and containing in its Stipulations the pledge
of its durability, and His Britannic Majesty, together with his Allies,
being unwilling to require of France, now that, replaced under the
paternal Government of Her Kings, she offers the assurance of
security and stability to Europe, the conditions and guarantees which
they had with regret demanded from her former Government, Their
said Majesties have named Plenipotentiaries to discuss, settle, and
sign a Treaty of Peace and Amity; namely,
1.

There shall be from this day forward perpetual Peace and
Friendship between His Britannic Majesty and his Allies on
the one part, and His Majesty the King of France and Navarre
on the other, their Heirs and Successors, their Dominions and
Subjects, respectively.
The High Contracting Parties shall devote their best attention
to maintain, not only between themselves, but, inasmuch as
depends upon them, between all the States of Europe, that
harmony and good understanding which are so necessary for
their tranquility.

2.

The Kingdom of France retains its limits entire, as they existed on the 1st of January, 1792. It shall
further receive the increase of Territory comprised within tile line established by the following Article:

3.

On the side of Belgium. Germany, and Italy, the Ancient Frontiers shall be re-established as they
existed on the 1st of January, 1792, extending from tile North Sea, between Dunkirk and Nieuport to
the Mediterranean between Cagnes and Nice, with the following modifications:

......
<!--[This line is shown by maps in Herstlet, Map of Europe by Treaty, 28-29.]-->

France on her part renounces all rights of Sovereignty,
Suzerainty, etc., and of possession, over all the Countries,
Districts, Towns, and places situated beyond the Frontier
above described, the Principality of Monaco being replaced on
the same footing on which it stood before the 1st of January,
1792.
The Allied Powers assure to France the possession of the
Principality of Avignon, of the Comitat Venaissin, of the Comté
of Montébliard, together with the several insulated Territories
which formerly belonged to Germany, comprehended within
the Frontier above described, whether they have been
incorporated with France before or after the 1st of January,
1792.
......
4.

To secure the communications of the town of Geneva with
other parts of the Swiss territory situated on the Lake, France
consents that the road by Versoy shall be common to the two
countries.*

5.

The Navigation of the Rhine, from the point where it becomes navigable unto the sea, and vice
versa, shall be free, so that it can be interdicted to no one: —and at the future Congress attention
shall be paid to the establishment of the principles according to which the duties to be raised by the
States bordering on the Rhine may be regulated, in the mode the most impartial and the most
favourable to the commerce of all Nations.

The future Congress, with a view to facilitate the
communication between Nations and continually to render
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them less strangers to each other, shall likewise examine and
determine in what manner the above provisions can be
extended to other Rivers which, in their course, separate or
traverse different States.
6.

Holland, placed tinder the sovereignty of the House of Orange, shall receive an increase of Territory.
The title and exercise of that Sovereignty shall not in any case belong to a Prince wearing, or
destined to wear, a Foreign Crown.

The States of Germany shall be independent, and united by a
Federative Bond.
Switzerland, Independent, shall continue to govern herself.
Italy, beyond the limits of the countries which are to revert to
Austria. shall be composed of Sovereign States.
7.

The Island of Malta and its Dependencies shall belong in full right and Sovereignty to His Britannic
Majesty.

8.

His Britannic Majesty, stipulating for himself and his Allies, engages to restore to His Most Christian
Majesty, within the term which shall be hereafter fixed, the Colonies, Fisheries Factories, and
Establishments of every kind which were possessed by France on the 1st of January, 1792, in the
Seas and on the Continents of America, Africa, and Asia; with the exception, however, of the Islands
of Tobago and St. Lucia, and of the Isle of France and its Dependencies, especially Rodrigues and Les
Séchelles, which several Colonies and possessions His Most Christian Majesty cedes in full right and
Sovereignty to His Britannic Majesty, and also the portion of St. Domingo ceded to France by the
Treaty of Basle, and which His Most Christian Majesty restores in full right and Sovereignty to His
Catholic Majesty.

9.

His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway, in virtue of the arrangements stipulated with the Allies,
and in execution of the preceding Article, consents that the island of Guadaloupe be restored to His
Most Christian Majesty, and gives up all the rights he may have acquired over that island.*

10.

Her Most Faithful Majesty, in virtue of the arrangements stipulated with her Allies, and in execution
of the VIIIth Article, engages to restore French Guiana as it existed on the 1st of January 1792, to
His Most Christian Majesty, within the term hereafter fixed.

The renewal of the dispute which existed at that period on the
subject of the frontier, being the effect of this stipulation, it is
agreed that that dispute shall be terminated by a friendly
arrangement between the two Courts, under the mediation of
His Britannic Majesty.*
11.

The places and forts in those colonies and settlements, which, by virtue of the VIIIth, IXth and Xth
Articles, are to be restored to His Most Christian Majesty, shall be given up in the state in which they
may be at the moment of the signature of the present Treaty.

12.

His Britannic Majesty guarantees to the subjects of His Most Christian Majesty the same facilities,
privileges, and protection, with respect to commerce, and the security of their persons and property
within the limits of the British Sovereignty on the Continent of India, as are now, or shall be granted
to the most favoured nations.

His Most Christian Majesty, on his part, having nothing more
at heart than the perpetual duration of peace between the two
Crowns of England and of France, and wishing to do his
utmost to avoid anything which might affect their mutual good
understanding, engages not to erect any fortifications in the
establishments which are to be restored to him within the
limits of the British sovereignty upon the Continent of India,
and only to place in those establishments the number of troops
necessary for the maintenance of the police.*
13.

The French right of fishery upon the Great Bank of Newfoundland, upon the coasts of the island of
that name, and of the adjacent islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, shall be replaced upon the footing
on which it stood in 1792.*

14.

Those colonies, factories and establishments which are to be restored to His Most Christian Majesty
or his Allies in the Northern Seas, or in the Seas on the Continents of America and Africa, shall be
given up within the 3 months, and those which are beyond the Cape of Good Hope within 6 months
which follow the ratification of the present Treaty.*
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15.

The High Contracting Parties having, by the IVth Article of the Convention of the 23rd of April last,
reserved to themselves the right of disposing, in the present Definitive Treaty of Peace, of the
arsenals and ships of war, armed and unarmed, which may be found in the maritime places restored
by the IInd Article of the said Convention, it is agreed that the said vessels and ships of war, armed
and unarmed, together with the naval ordnance and naval stores, and all materials for building and
equipment shall be divided between France and the countries where the said places are situated, in
the proportion of two-thirds for France and on-third for the Power to whom the said places shall
belong.

Antwerp shall for the future be solely a Commercial Port.*
16.

The High Contracting Powers, desirous to bury in entire oblivion the dissensions which have agitated
Europe, declare and promise that no individual, of whatever rank or condition he may be, in the
countries restored and ceded by the present Treaty, shall be prosecuted, disturbed, or molested in
his person or property, under any pretext whatsoever, either on account of his conduct or political
opinions, his attachment either to any of the Contracting Parties or to any Government which has
ceased to exist, or for any other reason, except for debts contracted towards individuals, or acts
posterior to the date of the present Treaty.*

17.

The native inhabitants and aliens, of whatever nation and condition they may be, in those countries
which are to change Sovereigns, as well in virtue of the present Treaty as of the subsequent
arrangements to which it may give rise, shall be allowed a period of six years, reckoning from the
exchange of the Ratifications, for the purpose of disposing of their property, if they think fit, whether
acquired before or during the present War, and retiring to whatever country they may choose.*

18.

The Allied Powers, desiring to offer His Most Christian Majesty a new proof of their anxiety to arrest,
as far as in them lies, the bad consequences of the disastrous epoch fortunately terminated by the
present Peace, renounce all the sums which their Governments claim from France, whether on
account of contracts, supplies, or any other advances whatsoever to the French Government, during
the different Wars which have taken place since 1792.

His Most Christian Majesty, on his part, renounces every claim
which he might bring forward against the Allied Powers on the
same grounds.*
19.

The French Government engages to liquidate and pay all debts it may be found to owe in countries
beyond its own territory, on account of contracts, or other formal engagements between individuals,
or private establishments, and the French authorities, as well for supplies, as in satisfaction of legal
engagements.*

20.

The High Contracting Parties, immediately after the exchange of the Ratifications of the present
Treaty, shall name Commissioners to direct and superintend the execution of the whole of the
stipulations contained in the XVIIIth and XIXth Articles. These Commissioners shall undertake the
examination of the claims referred to in the preceding Article, the liquidation of the sums claimed,
and the consideration of the manner in which the French Government may propose to pay them.*

21.

The debts which in their origin were specifically mortgaged upon the countries no longer belonging to
France, or were contracted for the support of their internal administration, shall remain at the charge
of the said countries.*

22.

The French Government shall remain charged with the reimbursement of all sums paid by the
subjects of said countries into French coffers, whether under the denomination of surety, deposit or
consignment.*

......
23.

National domains acquired for valuable considerations by French subjects in the late departments of
Belgium, and of the let bank of the Rhine and the Alps, beyond the ancient limits of France, and
which now cease to belong to her, shall be guaranteed to the purchasers.*

......
24.

All the Powers engaged on either side in the present War, shall, within the space of two months,
send Plenipotentiaries to Vienna, for the purpose of regulating, in General Congress, the
arrangements which are to complete the provisions of the present Treaty.*

25.

The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the Ratifications shall be exchanged within the period of 15
days, or sooner if possible.*

In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed and
affixed to it the seals of their arms.
Castlereagh.
Aberdeen.
Cathcart.
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Charles Stewart, Lieut.-Genl.
Le Prince de Benevent.

Separate and Secret Articles between France and Great
Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia.
Paris, 30 May 1814.
1.

The disposal of the territories given up by His Most Christian
Majesty, under the IIIrd Article of the Public Treaty, and the
relations from hence a system of real and permanent balance
of power in Europe is to be derived, shall be regulated at the
Congress upon the principles determined upon by the Allied
Powers among themselves, and according to the general
provisions contained in the following Articles.*

2.

The possessions of His Imperial and Royal Apostolic Majesty in Italy shall be bounded by the Po, the
Tessino, and Lago Maggiore. The King of Sardinia shall return to the possession of his ancient
dominions, with the exception of that part of Savoy secured to France by the IIIrd Article of the
present Treaty. His Majesty shall receive an increase of territory from the State of Genoa. The Port of
Genoa shall continue to be a Free Port; the Powers reserving to themselves the right of making
arrangements upon this point with the King of Sardinia.

France shall acknowledge and guarantee, conjointly with the
Allied Powers, and on the same footing, the political
organisation which Switzerland shall adopt under the auspices
of the said Allied Powers, and according to the basis already
agreed upon with them.*
3.

The establishment of a just balance of power in Europe requiring that Holland should be so
constituted as to be enabled to support her independence through her own resources, the countries
comprised between the sea, the frontiers of France, such as they are defined by the present Treaty,
and the Meuse, shall be given up for ever to Holland.

The frontiers upon the right bank of the Meuse shall be
regulated according to the military convenience of Holland
and her neighbours.
The freedom of the navigation of the Scheldt shall be
established upon the same principle which has regulated the
navigation of the Rhine, in the Vth Article of the present
Treaty.*
4.

The German territories upon the left bank of the Rhine, which have been united to France since
1792, shall contribute to the aggrandisement of Holland, and shall be further applied to compensate
Prussia and other German states.*

Additional Articles between France and Great Britain
Paris, 30 May 1814.
1.

His Most Christian Majesty, concurring without reserve in the
sentiments of His Britannic Majesty, with respect to a
description of traffic repugnant to the principles of natural
justice and of the enlightened age in which we live, engages to
unite all his efforts to those of His Britannic Majesty, at the
approaching Congress, to induce all the Powers of
Christendom to decree the abolition of the Slave Trade, so that
the said Trade shall cease universally, as it shall cease
definitely, under any circumstances, on the part of the French
Government, in the course of 5 years; and that, during the said
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period, no slave merchant shall import or sell slaves, except in the
colonies of the State of which he is a subject.*
......

The final document of
the Congress of Vienna,
signed on June 9, 1815,
to establish lasting
peace in Europe after
the Napoleonic Wars.

The Holy Alliance Treaty
September 26, 1815
In the name of the Most Holy and Indivisible Trinity.
Holy Alliance of Sovereigns of Austria, Prussia, and Russia.
THEIR Majesties the Emperor of Austria, the King of Prussia, and the
Emperor of Russia, having, in consequence of the great events which
have marked the course of the three last years in Europe, and
especially of the blessings which it has pleased Divine Providence to
shower down upon those States which place their confidence and
their hope on it alone, acquired the intimate conviction of the
necessity of settling the steps to be observed by the Powers, in their
reciprocal relations, upon the sublime truths which the Holy Religion
of our Saviour teaches:
Government and Political Relations
They solemnly declare that the present Act has no other object than
to publish, in the face of the whole world, their fixed resolution, both
in the administration of their respective States, and in their political
relations with every other Government, to take for their sole guide
the precepts of that Holy Religion, namely, the precepts of Justice,
Christian Charity, and Peace, which, far from being applicable only to
private concerns, must have an immediate influence on the councils
of Princes, and guide all their steps, as being the only means of
consolidating human institutions and remedying their imperfections.
In consequence, their Majesties have agreed on the following Articles:
Principles of the Christian Religion
ART. I. Conformably to the words of the Holy Scriptures, which
command all men to consider each other as brethren, the Three
contracting Monarchs will remain united by the bonds of a true and
indissoluble fraternity, and considering each other as fellow
countrymen, they will, on all occasions and in all places, lend each
other aid and assistance; and, regarding themselves towards their
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subjects and armies as fathers of families, they will lead them, in the
same spirit of fraternity with which they are animated, to protect
Religion, Peace, and Justice.
Fraternity and Affection
ART. II. In consequence, the sole principle of force, whether between
the said Governments or between their Subjects, shall be that of
doing each other reciprocal service, and of testifying by unalterable
good will the mutual affection with which they ought to be animated,
to consider themselves all as members of one and the same Christian
nation; the three allied Princes looking on themselves as merely
designated by Providence to govern three branches of the One family,
namely, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, thus confessing that the
Christian world, of which they and their people form a part, has in
reality no other Sovereign than Him to whom alone power really
belongs, because in Him alone are found all the treasures of love,
science, and infinite wisdom, that is to say, God, our Divine Saviour,
the Word of the Most High, the Word of Life. Their Majesties
consequently recommend to their people, with the most tender
solicitude, as the sole means of enjoying that Peace, which arise from
a good conscience, and which alone is more durable, to strengthen
themselves every day more and more in the principles and exercise of
the duties which the Divine Saviour has taught to mankind.
Accession of Foreign Powers
ART. III. All the powers who shall choose solemnly to avow the
sacred principles which have dictated the present Act, and shall
acknowledge how important it is for the happiness of nations, too
long agitated, that these truths should henceforth exercise over the
destinies of mankind all the influence which belongs to them, will be
received with equal ardour and affection into this Holy Alliance.
Done in triplicate, and signed at Paris, the year of Grace 1815,
14/26th September.
[L.S.] Francis
[L.S.] Frederick William
[L.S.] Alexander

Treaty of Paris
November 20, 1815
In the Name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.
The Allied Powers having by their united efforts, and by the success
of their arms, preserved France and Europe from the convulsions
with which they were menaced by the late enterprise of Napoleon
Bonaparte, and by the revolutionary system reproduced in France, to
promote its success; participating at present with His Most Christian
Majesty in the desire to consolidate, by maintaining inviolate the
Royal authority, and by restoring the operation of the Constitutional
Charter, the order of things which had been happily re-established in
France, as also in the object of restoring between France and her
neighbours those relations of reciprocal confidence and good will
which the fatal effects of the Revolution and of the system of
Conquest had for so long a time disturbed: persuaded, at the same
time, that this last object can only be obtained by an arrangement
framed to secure to the Allies proper indemnities for the past and
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solid guarantees for the future, they have, in concert with His Majesty
the King of France, taken into consideration the means of giving
effect to this arrangement; and being satisfied that the indemnity due
to the Allied Powers cannot be either entirely territorial or entirely
pecuniary, without prejudice to France in one or other of her
essential interests, and that it would he more fit to combine both the
modes, in order to avoid the inconvenience which would result, were
either resorted to separately, their Imperial and Royal Majesties have
adopted this basis for their present transactions; and agreeing alike
as to the necessity of retaining for a fixed time in the Frontier
Provinces of France, a certain number of allied troops, they have
determined to combine their different arrangements, founded upon
these bases, in a Definitive Treaty.
......
1.

The frontiers of France shall be the same as they were in the
year 1790, save and except the modifications on one side and
on the other, which are detailed in the present Article.
<!--[This line is indicated in the maps facing p. 350 of Herstlet, Map of Europe by Treaty.]-->

......
4.

The pecuniary part of the indemnity to be furnished by
France to the Allied Powers is fixed at the sum of 700,000,000
Francs. . . .

5.

The state of uneasiness and fermentation, which after so many violent convulsions, and particularly
after the last catastrophe, France must still experience, notwithstanding the paternal intentions of
her King, and the advantages secured to every class of his subjects by the Constitutional Charter,
requiring for the security of the neighbouring States, certain measures of precaution and of
temporary guarantee, it has been judged indispensable to occupy, during a fixed time, by a corps of
Allied Troops certain military positions along the frontiers of France, under the express reserve, that
such occupation shall in no way prejudice the Sovereignty of His Most Christian Majesty, nor the
state of possession, such as it is recognized and confirmed by the present Treaty. The number of
these troops shall not exceed 150,000 men. . . .

As the maintenance of the army destined for this service is to
be provided by France, a Special Convention shall regulate
everything which may relate to that object. . . .
The utmost extent of the duration of this military occupation is
fixed at 5 years. It may terminate before that period if, at the
end of 3 years, the Allied Sovereigns, after having, in concert.
with His Majesty the King of France, maturely examined their
material situation and interests, and the progress which shall
have been made in France in the re-establishment of order and
tranquility, shall agree to acknowledge that the motives which
led them to that measure have ceased to exist. But whatever
may be the result of this deliberation, all the Fortresses and
Positions occupied by the Allied troops shall, at the expiration
of 5 years, be evacuated without further delay, and given up to
His Most Christian Majesty, or to his heirs and successors.
......
11. The Treaty of Paris of the 30th of May, 1814, and the Final Act
of the Congress of Vienna of the 9th of June, 1815, are
confirmed. and shall be maintained in all such of their
enactments which shall not have been modified by the Articles
of the present Treaty.
......
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Back
Anecdotes
When, in 1815, the painter Jean-Baptiste Isabey visited Vienna to make
a record of the participants in the post-war Congress, the French
diplomat Talleyrand remarked that he expected to occupy the place of
honor at the center of the picture. To Isabey's consternation, a similar
request was made by the Duke of Wellington. Isabey resolved the
difficulty with a stroke of genius: He depicted the Duke of Wellington
entering the hall, every eye turned toward him, while Talleyrand sat in
an armchair - at the center of the frame.
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